Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 




\ 




i^\ 



Ni\\\^ 



c^. 



o\ 



*'\ 



\ 



: i i 



/' %^>%^,a ^^^'i 



/' Ye^^^.a ^'^^\ 



 '^ rf T T r T 



. ' A. 



>«' 



* ' ( 



The SAFETY of OUR 
YOUNG MEN 

By Jttv. A. H. TUTTLE, D.D. 

\ 




Sting • SERMON DeliYercd 
in tJU METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
«/ SUMMIT, NEW JERSEY, 
«n NOVEMBER th« SEVENTEENTH 

M C M I 






Of this edition but fifty copies were 
printed on handmade dedde-edge paper 
and bound in boards with anj^que paper 

/<: 

Thb Wikthsop Pbbbs 

yPremlent 



sides. This book is No. 






/ / ^ /i 






f.-». ^. 



, m (4 •••*<* ^ 



983270A 



THE SAPETTT OP OUR YOUNG BCBN. 



2 Saml. xTiU 29, Is the 
yoQDg nmii Absalom safe? 




FTER the frightful battle in 
which the revolting hosts 
of Israel, under the leader- 
ship of Absalom, were de- 
feated by the king's loyal 
troops, David's first in- 
qairy was concerning the 
safety of his wayward bat idolized son. 
Bat Absalom was dead; his body pierced 
through by the javelin of Joab, and cast 
into a dishonored grave. 

Then the heart-broken father went up 
over the gates of Hahanaim, where he had 
taken refuge, and tittered that bitter wail, 
which has rolled down the ages and 
thrilled the heart of many an anxious 
[3] 



father. ^' O my son Absalom! my son, my 
son Absalom! would Ood I had died for 
thee, O Absalom, my son, my son ! " 

But it is not of David's son that I wish 
to speak particularly this morning, but of 
yours and mine. I want to try and per- 
suade you to ask in all seriousness, Is my 
son safe? And then, aware of his peril, 
to search for the most efficient means for 
his securi^. If I can succeed in this, I 
have done much to save you the bitter an- 
guish of David's lament. 

I. First then, we seek the reason of the 
insecurity of our young men. 

It was not the battle in the woods of 
Ephraim that was the cause of Absalom's 
ruin. That was only the spark that 
touched the stick of dynamite that lay 
hidden in the elements of the young man's 
character. We must go behind the dart of 
Joab and search into those elements, if we 
would discover the secret of his peril. The 
history before us vividly illustrates the 
facts peculiar to young manhood, which 
make it extremely perilous. We will 
gather up its chief suggestions. 




1. 

lOUNO manhood is the 
period of life when the 
great character lines be- 
come fixed, which will de- 
termine the man's entire 
earthly career as the steel 
rails hold the engine to a 
fixed course. Ohildhood and youth is the 
time for receiving impressions and for de- 
velopment Then the clay is soft and 
pliable. But as it approaches young man- 
hood, it hardens and before that period is 
closedyit takes the form which unless broken 
up by some power supernatural, it will hold 
forever. Partly by the pressure of the un- 
known quality within us and partly by ex- 
ternal necessities, the central principle of a 
man's character is fixed finally and irre- 
vocably between the age of twenty-three 
and thirty-five. I know that the period 
varies. Some men are mature sooner than 
others. And some never get out of child- 
hood at all, though they live to threescore 
years and ten. Perhaps it would be more 
accurate for us to say that the period of 
young manhood does not cease till we strike 



our fortieth year. But howeva uncertain 
we are in fixing a variable meaaurementi 
there is no uncertainty in our minds as to 
the great fact we are trying to state, namely 
that the determining principle of a man's 
character, the quality, magnitude and ve- 
locity of his dominant passions, his ideals 
and the bent of his will get their final 
shape before he begins his fourth decade. 
Of course I do not mean to say that the 
ruling character of the inner man is always 
discovered by that time. The soil that 
seems impoverished may be only fallow. 
Many a barren heart when broken up by 
Qod's plowshare, letting in the sunshine 
and air and moisture, has grown fruit of 
surprising richness. That mountain gorge 
seems useless enough, till the storm plays 
about the heights. Then it becomes the 
bed of a rushing torrent At thirty-nine 
the Galena tanner was a discouraged man 
and the despair of those who loved him 
best. It took the storm of war to reveal 
what lay concealed in him. There are 
doubtless dormant energies hidden in 
many of us, which wait the fitting occa^ 
sion to bring them out It may be long 
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after the period of yoong manhood, that 
its latent force is discovered. 

Besides that, lest what I am saying may 
cast some of yon into the apathy of despair, 
let me say, that whatever may have been the 
failures of the past, and howeyeir merciless 
Nature may be, there is always bending 
over you a mighly Deliverer, whose omni- 
potent hand will lift you out of your pit, 
when you cry unto Him. 

But the point I make is nevertheless 
true. The i>eriod of young manhood 
carries in it the secret of destiny. Shakes- 
peare's familiar lines can be appropriately 
applied to this time. 

<' There is a tide in the affairs of men 
Which taken at the flood, leads on 
to fortune. 
Omitted, the voyage of our life 
Abounds in shallows and in miseries.'' 

That flood tide comes in young manhood. 
The fullness or emptiness of human life is 
potentially contained in those few years. 
That fact alone makes the period very criti- 
cal. What makes it more so is that while 
the character is fixing, it may be so dis- 
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gniied as to utterly deceire lu. For ex- 
ample, the charm of yonth often gilds and 
and even renders attractive the evil that 
is forming within and that will nltimately 
destroy. 

B very common fact has a 
rery powerful illastration 
n the history of Absalom. 
Jne of the most impressive 
Facts in his life is that not- 
Evithatanding the bad that 
was daily assuming the as- 
cendency in him, every one loved Mm. He 
was the nuiversal favorite : and that not be- 
cause of personal merit, but because of 
superficial and accidental gifts. For ex- 
ample, he had a magnificent personal 
presence. His beauty was phenomenal. It 
was said of him, " In all Israel there was 
none so mnch to be praised for his beauty; 
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his 
head, there was no blemish in him." In 
addition to that, he carried royal blood as 
well on his mother's side as on hia father's. 
That was more than could be said of most 
of David*s children. Then too he had a rich 
[8] 



voice like the muBic of an organ. And he 
had a brilliance of address which made 
him very magnetic. 

Even the wiley Joab confesses to a pe- 
culiar fascination which the young man ex- 
erted over him. He weaned the hearts of 
the people from their hero king who had 
the luster of a thousand battles, who had 
established the religion of the people, who 
with the genius for hallowed song, gave to 
the world the richest sacred lyrics the ages 
ever sang. And though he brought to his 
father's heart the most crushing sorrows, 
up to the last he was David's favorite son. 

Even we, though far removed from the 
witchery of his presence, can not help a 
secret admiration while we condemn him. 
We see him chafing and waiting in vain 
two long years for his father to avenge his 
sister's honor. Then unable to endure it 
longer and despairing of his father's jus- 
tice, he sharpens the knife and himself does 
what Justice ought to have done. Ammon's 
death aveng«s Tamar's shame. Our Judg- 
ment condemns. That was lynch law — 
murder. But down in the deeps of your 
heart do you not hear the clapping of hands 



and Yoices Bhonting ^' Bravo, Absalom?" 
Absalom's murderous deed bears the 
charm of chivalrons honor. And the deyil- 
ish ambition which lay behind the whole 
thing, was completely concealed. The 
charm of his brilliant youth made his sin 
attractive. But disguise it as you will, sin 
is sin^ and carries with it all the power 
and malignity of Hell. 

Not only do brilliant gifts disguise shap- 
ing character, but an accidental or inci- 
dental goodness will do the same thing. 
Commonly we think when a man is good 
his character is safe. Indeed we are very 
apt to identify the two — ^virtue and char^ 
acter. But that certainly is not the fact 
There is many a good man who is utterly 
untrustworthy. And there is many a man 
of questionable virtue in whose shelter we 
feel that we are in a tower of strength. 
The difference is, the one has virtue with- 
out character, the other has character 
without virtue. 

Virtue is doubtless the finest fruit of 
character, but it is not its root. To name 
a man's virtues is not to name his elements. 
Character is the dominating force in a man 
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— that in which he la centered — ronnd 
which Ills life swings — ^that to wliich every 
thing is brought for comparison and settle- 
ment It is there in the very fiber of the 
man, lite the magnetic inflnence in the 
needle, which pulls toward a given point 



V nnlesH Tlrtne is the cen- 
tral dominating force In a 
man's sonl, It Is not his 
character. It la a mere In- 
ddent, a beantifnl gloss, 
not to be much depended 
on. Mj Mend has a silver- 
edged geraniam in his window. Its char- 
acter is very marked, and is distinguished 
hj its leaf — a green body with a de^ 
border of white. The character of the 
plant is of course the mystic force in It 
which prodnces that kind of leaf. Bat 
this particular plant of his pushed out a 
shoot which produced leaves of pure white 
without a spot of green. The shoot was the 
glory of the plant, and its owner built up 
great hopes upon it Bnt an experienced 
florist only smiled at my friend's hopes and 
[11] 



told him, '' Yon can not depend on it. It 
is only a sport and not the character of the 
planf And snre enongh as the sport 
grew it lapsed rapidly back to its old orig- 
inal. Character dominated. 

Just so goodness may be a mere incident 
on the human stock, white leaves brought 
about by circumstantial events, and not 
the product of the man's nature. It is a 
sport, no more to be depended on in the 
man than in the geranium. 

Bemembor Joash, king of Israel, ** who 
did right in the sight of the Lord all the 
days wherein Jehoidah the priest in- 
structed him." Every one thought that 
now Israel has a king who will administer 
the kingdom in righteousness. But his 
goodness was not his character; it was only 
a sport sustained by the dominating in- 
fluence of a powerful instructor. When the 
priest died and Joash was left to himself, 
he lapsed into wickedness. The kingdom 
suffered, and he was stricken right in his 
prime and went down into a grave of 
shame. 

The mere fact that our sons are not bad 
is not proof sufficient that they are safe. 
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2. 

[NOTHEB tUng suggested by 
Absalom's history makes 
young manhood a period of 
anxious inquiry. It is char- 
acterized by the strength 
of recklessness. I would 
use the word strength 
without any qualification^ only I wish to 
distinguish it from the superior strength 
of mature years. In this I am justified 
both by the Scriptures and by the facts of 
history. 

John says: "I have written unto y^ 
young men because ye are strong." But no 
careful reader of the English will for a mo- 
ment suppose that John would place the 
strengthof the youngman above thatof the 
fathers, of whom he says, " Ye have known 
Him from the beginning." Much less 
would the reader of the original make such 
a mistake. The Oreek like our own lan- 
guage has many words which mean 
strength, but with different shades of 
meaning. The word here used, as Alford 
states it is ^' strong in fight." It is animal 
strength, the strength of violence, of pas- 
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sion, of dash. There is a conquering reck- 
lessness in yonthi which untaught by ex- 
perience will venture almost anything. 
The egotism of the young is gigantic. 
Nothing appalls it It is toned down only 
by bitter failures. By dashing up against 
equal or superior forces, and finding our- 
selves prostrated again and again, do we 
discover that we are only one in this great 
universe of soula Added years mean grow- 
ing conservatism. 

It is said thatyouth is the timeof achieve- 
ment So it iSy and for the reason that I 
have named. But for that same reason, 
youth is the time of many and stupendous 
failures. The failures of youth are more 
than twenty to one success. The very 
thing on which the many are hurled to 
wreck is the rock on which the few stand 
holding their banners aloft 

Oommodore Perry was but 28 years of 
age when he broke the power of Great 
Britain on Lake Erie. 

The immortal Lawrence was but S2 
when dying he gave the American sailor 
his motto, ^* Don't give up the ship.** 

Bonaparte was but 27 when he con- 
quered Italy. 
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Alexander wept for more worlds to con- 
quer at the age of 33. 

Charles XII., of Sweden, was but 23 
years of age when he led his inyincible 
battalions oy» the continent. 

Isaac Newton was but 23 when he dis- 
covered the law of gravitation and gave 
the world the method of its proof. 

John Calvin published his greatest work,^ 
the Institutes, when he was in his 27th 
year. 

Jefferson was 33 when he wrote the Dec- 
laration of Indei>endence. 

Byron was but 24 when he published his 
Childe Harold and found himself famous. 

Raphael finished his divine frescoes in 
the Vatican before he was 30 and died 
without a peer at 37. 

Handel composed the Passion before he 
was 20. 

Summerfleld died at 26. 

That preacher of resplendent genius 
whose sermons are doing more to shape 
the modem pulpit than any ever preached, 
F. W. Robertson, finished his work when 
but 37 years of age. 
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B can not qnestion the 
power of young manhood 
or " deapise their yonth." 
Bnt that can not be aa- 
Berted of them exclasively. 
Old age too is gloriooa 
with wonderful achieve- 
ments. Time as well as the purpose of this 
hour will forbid a review of the long list of 
Utan deeds of ^e. I name but a few. 

If Handel were nnder 20 when he com- 
posed the Passion, he was close to 60 when 
he gave to the world the Messiah. 

Michael Angelo lifted that heaven-like 
dome over St Peters in his 80th year. 

To name the greatest scholars and 
preachers of the world is with rare excep- 
tions to name old men. 

Who were the master minds of politics 
of Eorope In the last half century? Bis- 
marck, Gladstone, Gortchakoft. All ov» 
80 years before they ceased their toil. 

The Quaker poH warbled as sweet a 
song in his 80th year as ever he snng In his 
youth. 
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Longfellow in old age writes: 
Ah, nothing is too late 
Till the tired heart shall cease to palpitate. 
Oato learned Greek at eighty; Sophocles 
Wrote his grand OBdipns, and Simonides 
Bore ofF the prize of verse from his com* 

peers, 
When each had numbered more than four- 
score years, 
And Theophrastus at fourscore and ten 
Had but begun his Characters of men. 
Chaucer at Woodstock with the nightin- 
gales, 
At sixty wrote the Canterbury Tales; 
Ooethe at Weimar, toiling to the last, 
Completed Faust when eighty years had 

past 
These are indeed exceptions; but they show 
How far the gulf stream of our youth may 

flow 
Into the Arctic regions of our lives. 
Where little else than life itself survives. 
For age is opportunity no less 
Than Youth itself, though in Mother dress, 
And as the evening twilight fades away 
The sky is filled with stars, invisible by 
day. 
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strong as is young manhood it can not 
claim a monopoly of the strength of 
achievement The distinguishing features 
of its strength are these two — ^First: the 
fullness of physical vitality and the pas- 
sion that inheres in it The strength of 
mature years is calmer than that of youth 
as the gnarled oak which has battled the 
storms of a half century is firmer than that 
of the swaying sapling. Second: the cour- 
age that arises out of a want of experience. 
Experience corrects the ventures of former 
years. But the conservatism of age is 
tyranny to youth. 

Such was Absalom. See him at the 
gates of the city. What magnificent reck- 
lessness! With a magnetic personal pres- 
ence that attracts the attention of the 
passing crowds; with a smile that makes 
you think of Dante's description of his 
loved Beatrice. 
*^ And when she smiled it seemed as if 

All Heaven in her countenance did re- 
joice; '* 
with a youth's love of display; with a royal 
following, chariots, horses, soldiers, with 
glittering spears and shields, with a 
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splendor of address that was resistless; 
with magnanimity and generosity and fa- 
miliarity that wonld not snfler the usual 
prostration, but gave a hearty shake of the 
handy he presented a picture charming be- 
yond description. 

It was brave and strong, but immature 
and hence doomed from the first to failure. 

3. While the chief perils of our young 
men are to be found in the elements of 
character that belong to youth, there are 
others, found in their external life, which 
I can barely name tliis morning. Yet we 
can not ignore them if we would seek the 
safety of our sons. Among them are the 
saloon, the gaming table, the dance hall, 
the club oftentimes of the most question- 
able character. While our churches are 
open barely four hours a week, and these 
churches carrying an undertaker's sign on 
their doors, the other places are always 
open and glittering with all the attrac- 
tions of inyitation. We often sing ** Where 
is my boy to-nightT" If you fathers 
should make a tour of the saloons some- 
time after 10 o'clock at night possibly you 
would find the answer. Besides these 
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spider webs which are set to entangle onr 
youthy we are living in a most nenroos rest- 
less time, which stimulates nnhealthily the 
natural restlessness of our boys. Moreover, 
the supreme ideal of our time, which is 
taking our young like the rapids above 
Niagara's dreadful leap^ is wealth. The 
one ambition of our boys is made for them 
before th^ are bom— to get rich. While 
we all know that wealth is by no means to 
be despised, for Ood gave us richly all 
things to enjoy, yet it is equally true that 
^ they that will be rich fall into a tempta- 
tion and a snare and many deceitful lusts 
that drown men's souls in perdition." 

It is indeed a serious question with us, 
^ Is my Absalom safe? " 
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11. What can we do for their secnrlly? 

Time forbids attempting an elaborate 
answer^ bnt I will rapidly name fonr 
things, each of which could All an entire 
discourse. 




1. 

lEEP your own life clean. 
During the forming period^ 
there is probably no one 
thing that will so influence 
the conduct of a boy like 
the deeds of his father. If 
he honors him, he will be 
unconsciously imitating him. If the father 
smokes and chews tobacco, the son probar 
bly will do so, too. If he swears or is filthy 
in his speech, that is what his son will do. 
If he speaks rudely to his wife, the son will 
think it manly to speak unkindly to his 
mother. He sucks in his f ather^s Ideals as 
the root sucks in the juices of the soil in 
which it is planted. 

Nor will it do for the father to super- 
ficially avoid the thing that he does not 
wish his son to do. The intuitions of 
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youth will penetrate the mask and the act- 
ual in the father will propagate itself in 
the son. 

Absalom's fall can be traced directly 
back to David's sin. He would not have 
been slain if he had not rebelled against 
his father's goyemment He would not 
have rebelled, had he not succeeded so well 
in his minor rebellion in the household. 
That would not hare been, if David had 
used his authority as father and king, and 
justly punished Ammon for his crime. 
But how could David have punished his 
son for doing the very thing that he him- 
self had done? So we come back to the 
very first link in the chain. This is the 
order. David yielded to sin, — ^that weak- 
ened his power to administer justice on 
Ammon, — ^that stirred Absalom to ven- 
geance, — twice at fault, it was only easy 
for David to fault again and let Absalom 
go unpunished, — that stirred the rebel to a 
larger effort, namely, to take his father's 
throne, — ^that resulted in his death and 
ignomy. 

Ah, David, you little thought that in that 
hour of sinful indulgence, that you woe 



danming your beautiful boj. Well may 

you cry, ^ Would Ood that I had died for 

thee." A thousand times better have died 

for his safety than to have lived to damn 

him. Beware of sin. Tou do not know 

where it will strike. Dr. Taylor rhymes it 

^ Sorrow titeeketh wrong 

As echo follows song 

On, on, on, on." 

a 

I OOE well to the associations 
of the young. Youth is imi- 
tative and assimilative. I 
don't believe that a young 
man loves the bad just be- 
cause it is bad. He goes 
into it mainly because 
those whom he admires and with whom he 
fellowships do those things. If you have a 
son who is inclined to go astray, and you 
know of one whom he particularly admires 
who is a true and manly man, at whatever 
cost get them together. " As iron sharpen- 
eth iron, so a man sharpeneth the GOunte> 
nance of his friend." It is the function of a 
masterful spirit to awaken -and call forth 




in self assertion every thing that Is noble 
and good in the one with whom he felloW' 
ships. It is on this principle that the QoB- 
pel works in bringing ns into commonion 
with Jesus. " To as many as received him 
gave he power to become the sons of God." 
The Yonng Hen's Christian Association 
which studies the needs of yonng men, 
famishes them with suitable amnsements, 
exercises, literature and religions services. 
But I think that one of the most potent 
features of its work is in the companion- 
sliip that it giveB. 

8. 

. rVE them books. A public 
7 library is a better safe- 
guard in your town than 
a jail. It Is a secular 
chnrch. The sins of youth 
> often spring out of intel- 
lectual hunger, though 
they themselves are not aware of the char- 
acter of their trouble. When a tliiTSt; soul 
can not And the living springs, it will stoop 
to stagnant pools slimed with a {raisonous 
green. When  mind hunger is not fed 
[24] 



thiongli the mind| It will feed itself 
throngh the appetite& Then it is lost that 
mns to ezceBS, and all excess tends to 
death. Qet the right books in a young 
man's hand and yon hare weakened the 
current of Tice. Dickens tells us in '^ Dayid 
Oopperfteld '' of how he might hare been a 
thief only the wretched boy found in a lone 
London garret some masterpieces of Eng- 
lish fiction, which fired his soul with great 
ideals, and saved liim. Books carry us into 
the closest companionship with, the loftiest 
men and women of all ages. Homer, Plato, 
Virgil, Horace, Dante^ Milton, Tennyson, 
Longfellow, all the great historians and 
romancers, scientists, essayists, critics 
what a goodly company to admit us into 
their innermost heart 

But there is one book which is the Book 
of books. That is the young man's safety. 
The Bible must be opened to the young. 
'^ Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse 
his waysT By taking heed thereto accord- 
ing to thy word.** 

Let us in every right way seek to get this 
book in the mind of our son. Begin with 
him when he lies in his mother's lap. Keep 



constantly at it, in home stndji in prirate 
reading, in the Sunday School, in the 
servicea of the Sanctuary. Bear in mind 
that it ia aa vital to his soul as the atmos- 
phere is to his lungs. It is ** the engrafted 
word " that will save his soul. 

4. 
jINALLY and chiefly get 
them to Jesus. That, after 
all, is our supreme re- 
liance. Whatever may be 
their inequalities of gifts 
or character, aye however 
they may be ruined in char- 
acter, Christ can and will by power divine, 
recover them. The power of the Gk)spel is 
not that of education alone, but of creation 
first, and then of development Christ gives 
to every man who will trust him a nature 
created anew which becomes the basis of a 
true character, and the plan and the power 
wherewith to build upon it 

The one supreme need of our young men 
is the power of the Gospel in Jesus Christ 
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So here endeih the address on ^ The Safety 
of Our Toung Men/' as deliyered by the 
Bey. A. H. Tuttle, D.D.; the whole 
done into a printed book by The 
Winihrop Press, at their diop, 
which is at 32 and 34 Lafay- 
ette Place, New York, 
in the year 
MCMI 
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